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Editorial

River Poets L ocal Events

To my wonder, as | wake up shivering and look out

my front window, summer has departed with barely a

nod goodbye. Overnight, the tree leaves have turned
to crimson and gold with a blanket of multicolored
leaves paving the driveway.

Unwilling to leave my beloved 17 year old pet Bichon
companion in most likely hisfinal year, | stayed close
to home, spending the entire summer contentedly
reading stories and poems, books that | had laid aside
for another day, essays, writing poetry, and of course
reading the works submitted by the talented poets
and writersfor this Journal.

Thisissueisa mix of the writer’ s natural yearning
to commune with nature, as well as a blend of irony,
wit, philosophy, longing, politics, and memoir.

| met our featured Artist, Gail Bracegirdle,

taking one of her watercolor classes. | watched in
amazement Gail’ s release of mixed watercolors float-
ing almost in abandon down her canvas, each color
blending and finding it’ s niche, producing a work of
art with a few brushes of her masterful hand.

W. D. Ehrhart has been a favorite poet of mine for
many years. In addition to his books of poetry, one of
my recommended readingsis his book of essays titled
“The Madness of It All,” essays on war, literature
and the American life. Itisajoy to featureBill in
this Journal.

Judith Lawrence

River Poets Writers Workshop
2nd Saturdays of every month
Lambertville Library
6 Lilly St, 2nd fl
Peggy Lewis Gallery
Lambertville, NJ
1:00 - 4:00 PM
Open to New Members
Readings and Group Critique of:
Poems, Fiction, Non-fiction,
Plays, Essays, Memoir,
and Children’s Stories
Contact: judithlawrence@comcast.net

River Poets True Story Night
Full Moon Café
23 Bridge St
Lambertville, NJ
November, 21, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
Reservations Recommended
Cover Charge - $10 - BYOB
(Cover charge includes
appetizers and beverages)
1st & 2nd Prizesto be awarded
(500 words or less)
MUST BE A TRUE STORY!

River Poets Journal N ew Publications

Scheduled for 2009
River Poems Chapbook

Seeking Poems about “ Rivers’

Submissions are open January 1, 2009

The Leaf Gatherers - Pocket Poems
published September 2008
Copies are available for $12
through Paypal online or by check.

Coming in November, 2008
55 Word Story Chapbook
Selected Stories and Authors
to be announced.




River Poets Journal Submission Guidelines

River Poets Journal Accepts:

« New and Established Writers

e Poetry - 3to 6 poems

e Flash Fiction - under 3,000 words

e Essays - under 500 words

e Short Memoir - under 1,000 words

e Excerptsfrom novelsthat can stand on their own - under 3,000 words

o Art (illustrations and paintings) or Photography

o Simultaneous and previously published exceptional poems are accepted as long as we know
where poems are being considered or have appeared.

We prefer:
o Work that inspires, excites, feeds the imagination, rich in imagery, work that is memorable.

o Work that is submitted in the body of an email or as a word attachment, but will accept work
through regular mail if the writer does not use a computer.

e When submitting work, please provide a short bio. Listing all your published work is not
required. Previously being published is not arequirement for publication in our Journal. We
love new writers with great potential.

e Send work in simple format, Times New Roman, or Arial, 12 pt font, single spaced.
We do not accept:
e Unsolicited reviews

e Pornographic and blatantly vulgar language
e Clichéd or over-sentimental poems

Responsetimeis:

3 to 6 months depending on time of year work is submitted. All submissions are thoroughly read.
Unpublished work isreturned if Author requests it and SASE is provided with sufficient postage.

River Poets Journal Quarterly Subscriptions are:

o $8.00 an issue plus $1.85 postage and packaging.

o $28.00 ayear plus postage (4 issues)

e $21.00 ayear (4 issues) River Poets Member only

o Past issues are available for $5.00 an issue plus $1.85 postage and packaging.



Featured Artist - Gail Bracegirdle - Watercolors
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Emily Dickinson gets up and -
can’t write or delight in

her room’ s privacy. The sun

doesn't rise in ribbons but in tissue
torn from bone. Thisisthe day
she said she’ d bake bread--

she’s known for great loaves.
Good mornings float
from family members. From

awindow she watches arobin,
often asalve for grief
and ache. A stiff chair props

her up. She getsingredients,
guesses that even the smell
of bread baking won't relieve her,

but eggs crack, flour sifts,
and possibility isfresh
butter.

©K enneth Pobo
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Canal Reflection - Painting by Gail Bracegirdie

:: Gail Bracegirdle is arepresentational artist whose watercolors are filled with light, bold
color, texture and pattern. "l prefer to work from life or from sketches made on location in order

l | to observe and capture the effects of direct and reflected light and shadow on the subject. My goal
\ . isto capture the illusion of movement and sound... a quiet moment... a momentary pleasure ... or
» ". | sometimes, a quirky juxtaposition of images, color, light and shadows."

‘W ‘| After studying textile design at Moore College of Art, Gail B. had a career in that indus-
I try until 1992. Then, wanting to explore new challenges, she began to dedicate all her
time and energy to painting in watercolor. By 1993, she had added teaching to her list of
accomplishments and has found this to be a "wonderfully enjoyable and rewarding ex-
perience’. Sheisamember of ARTISTS GALLERY in Lambertville, NJ, and is also rep-
resented at ‘ Riverbank Arts' in Stockton, NJ; Queenstown Gallery, Hopewell, NJ; Canal Frames, Washington
Crossing, PA; and Farnsworth Gallery in Bordentown NJ. A signature member of the Philadel phia Water
Color Society, her paintings are actively exhibited in juried, group and solo shows throughout the region,
have won awards, and are held in private collections in the United States, Europe and Australia.
She lives and works in Bucks County, PA.
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